INTRODUCTION
Adultery is an offence involving encroachment over right of a husband against his wife. In simple words, it's an offence against the sanctity of the matrimonial relationship/ ties, which is always committed by a man 49 . It is an anti-social & illegal act. It consists of person having knowledge about the fact of the female being the legally wedded wife of any other person and such tie being subsisting at the time of sexual intercourse between the accused and the aforesaid female. It is also necessary that such act must be carried on without having the consent of husband of such female or without connivance of such husband 50 . All together sexual intercourse is an important ingredient 51 to constitute such offence.
Under Indian Penal Code, 1860, the scope of the offence of adultery has been limited by making it a gender specific offence, i.e. the offence of adultery can only be done by a male. However, on the other hand, its scope has been increased by making the consent of women being irrelevant and being no excuse to the crime of adultery.
MEANING OF TERM ""ADULTERY""
The term has been defined in various aspects by different sources, some of which are as ;-
According to MERRIAM WEBSTER :-
Adultery is a voluntary sexual activity (as sexual intercourse) between a married man and someone other than his own wife or between a married woman and someone other than her own husband. 
According to LEGAL DICTIONARY :-

OBJECTIVES OF MAKING LAWS AGAINST ADULTERY
Although different countries have propounded different objectives to achieve by making laws against adultery but some of the common objectives are:-• Prevention against illegitimacy of children.
• Prevention against diseases.
• To safeguard the general community morals.
• To preserve the marital ties and institution of marriage.
ADULTERY UNDER INDIAN PENAL CODE :-SECTION-497:-
Under I.P.C, Sec 497 provides punishment for the offence of adultery. Adultery is an offence committed by a man, against a husband in respect of his wife. It is an invasion over the right of husband over his wife.
It is an offence of matrimonial home. In India, marriage have a sacramental nature and when the law was written around 150 years ago, women were seen as an oppressed class in need of serious protection. Woman was considered as man's property. It is considered as crime and is punishable
Offence of Adultery under IPC: A Critical Evaluation
offence in almost all the religions. It has been one of main reason for dissolution of marriage. It is covered under Ch-20 in I.P.C. which deals with essential crimes related to marriage.
Ingredients for constituting the offence of adultery
To constitute the offence of adultery, following ingredients must be established:- 
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awareness in comparison to -intention‖ to do act. In such circumstance, the brain of person is working in normal conditions. It means awareness is there on part of accused about the probable consequences of the act he is doing but he do not have desire to achieve such consequences.
In Emperor vs M.T.DHIRAJIA
Court developed presumption that everybody is attributed with certain degree of knowledge i.e. every sane is presumed to have certain degree of knowledge.
The term -Reason to believe‖ is defined u/s 26 of the act 60 of 1860 as = -A person is said to have reason to believe a thing if he had sufficient cause to believe that thing and not otherwise.
(c) Sexual intercourse must not amount to Rape.
Here the act of sexual intercourse must not amount to rape u/s 375 & 376 of IPC i.e. it must not be covered under any of the seven headings provided under the aforesaid sections.
If the sexual intercourse is covered under any of such criterion provided u/s 375, then it will qualify for being punished u/s 376 instead of sec.497 of IPC.
In simple words, there must be unequivocal consent of the woman participating in the act of sexual intercourse while, (i) She is in a state of considering the nature and consequences of the act for which she is providing consent.
(ii) She has completed the age of 18yrs at time of providing consent. The term -Connivance‖ means when husband himself is providing a helping hand to the accused, for example -guarding at door at the time when his wife is having sexual intercourse with the accused.
Constitutionality of sec 497 IPC:-
In YUSUF ABDUL AZIZ, the S.C observed that section 497 IPC is not ultra-virus under articles 14,15 &21 of the constitution on the ground that it only the man who is held liable for adultery and not the wife with whom adultery is committed. The wife is saved from the purview of the section and is not punished as an abettor. Held sex is reasonable and sound classification accepted by the constitution which provides that state can make special provisions for woman and children vide article 15 clause 3 of the constitution.
Practical aspect of the offence: THE AMENDMENTS NED-DED:-
The present scope of the offence of -Adultery‖ is not appropriate to cover all the possible situations that can arise owing to the increase in cases of lesbians etc. The present law is not in a position to protect the of husband to fullest as in the case of lesbians as well as transgender also, the right of the husband is encroached to the same extent as that in case of a male performing the act of sexual intercourse. Hence, the scope of the offence must be extended by accepting the same interpretation of the word -SEXUAL INTERCOURSE‖ as is made in case of section 375.
Prior to 2013 only penal vaginal penetration was within the domain of word sexual intercourse extend of penetration how slight it may be was sufficient. Even penal vaginal interface was considered as sufficient but in
